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PARASHAS VAYEIRA 19/31—-20/3

for he was afraid to remain in Zoar; he dwelt in a cave, he with his two daughters. 3! The older
one said to the younger, “Our father is old and there is no man in the land to marry us in the
usual manner. 32 Comne, let us ply our father with wine and lay with him that we may give life
to offspring through our father.”

33 So they plied their father with wine on that night; and the older one came and lay with her

father, and he was not aware

of her lying down and of her getting up.

3 And it was on the next day that the older one said to the younger, “Behold, | lay with my

father last night; let us ply him

with wine tonight as well, and you come lay with him that we

may give life to offspring through our father.”
% So they plied their father with wine that night also; and the Yyounger one got up and lay with

him, and he was not aware of
36 Thus, Lot's two daughters

her lying down and of her getting up.
conceived from their father.

e older bore a son and she called his name Moab; he is the ancestor of Moab until this
-1ay. 3 And the younger one also bore a son and she called his name Ben-Ammi; he is the
< “cestor of the children of Ammon until this day.

MIDRASH RABBAH VAYEIRA

The Midrash continues to discuss Lot’s everlasting shame:
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son of R’ Chiya said in the name of R’ Hoshaya the inter-

preter:"®

from the Torah,™

reason for this? For the above verse in Proverbs concludes, he

will be exposed in

X

79. Apparently it was once the practice every Sabbath to read publicly
in the synagogue the story of Lot and his daughters (Yefeh To’ar; etc.);

S0 as to teach the

Kehunaki; Eitz Yosef). [
Yosef, Maharzu Radal) prefer an alternative v

I w1 Sy ingp ma phip PRY nav naw Ya px ~ There
1s never a Sabbath on which the passage of Lot is not read

12 %
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31-38. Lot’s daughters: Moab and Ammon — the roots
of Jewish monarchy. [This theme is treated at length in the
Ouerview to the ArtScroll edition of Ruth.] Lot's daughters
were modest, righteous women whose actions were nobly
motivated. Thinking that the rest of the world had been
destroyed in the upheaval of Sodom — and that even Zoar
had been spared only while they were there — they felt that
it was their responsibility to save the human race by bearing
children, even though the only living male was their own
father. The Torah does not label their actions as incestuous
because they sincerely thought there was no other way to
insure the propagation of the species. Because their inten-

tions were pure, they merited that among their descendants
would be Ruth, ancestress of David, and Naamah, queen of
Solomon and mother of Rehoboam, his successor and the
next link in the Davidic chain (R’ Bachya). Lot, however, was
not comparable to his daughters; his intentions were not at
all sincere. Even though he was intoxicated and unaware of
what he was doing the first night, he knew in the morning
what had happened [see v. 37] — but allowed himself to be
intoxicated again, knowing full well what the result would be
(Rashi). Unlike his daughters, he knew from the angels that
the uplieeval was to affect only a limited group of cities, not
the whole world.
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The majority of commentators (Yefeh To'ar; Eitz
ersion of the text, sub-

stituting muw) nyy (“There is never a year...”) for naw) nay (“There is

never a Sabbath. ..

vear as part of 'the annual cycle of reading the Torah. It should be noted
however, that in Erets Yisrael (where Bereishis Rab :
was not customary to read thro

"), for the story of Lot is read in the synagogue each

bah originates) it
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three-year cycle.] See Insight A.

80. That is, Lot’s shame is exp
is publicly read. The Talmud give:
in Nazir 23b and Horayos 10b.
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ugh the entire Torah every year, but in a
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s a similar interpretation of this verse
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Why will Klal Yisroel’s ultimate redeemer stem from such an unseemly
background?

Qonsisting purely of kedushah, the Shechinah cannot rest in a
spiritually deficient world. Man’s mission is to refine and perfect the

warld, enabling the Shechinah to reside within it, and this goal will be

realized with the advent of Moshiach. Moshiach, who will bring the world
to\_ultimate perfection, will himself be one who has transformed a

deficient essence into one of elevation and perfection.
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36 “AND SHE WENT DOWN UNTO THE THRESHING FLOOR,
AND DID ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HER MOTHER-IN-
LAW BADE HER.”

Of Moab it is written (Jeremiah 48.30): “I know his arrogancy,

says the Lord, that it is illfounded.”

R. Simon said: Moab was first conceived not out of noble

motives, but in a spirit of immorality, as it is said (Num. 25.1):
/" “And Israel dwelt in Shittim...”

His scions did not act thus, but with a noble.motive, as it says

“And she went down unto the threshing floor, and did according

o all her mother-in-law bade her” (Ruth Rabba 5.14; Gen.

Rabba 51; Yalkut Shim’oni 331)

“AND SHE WENT DOWN TC THE THRESHING FLOOR.”

Ruth’s shock, as she went out to fulfill this noble assignment,
is quite understandable.

She was going at night, to a strange threshing floor, to a strange
man.

Would Boaz realize what she was doing, and not deem her
deed wicked? Would he understand her pure intentions, since
she had come to seek the fulfillment of the mitzvah of levirate
marriage, for the sake of Heaven?
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17 A man who shall take his sister, the daughter of his father or the da.ughter of his mother,
and he shall see her nakedness and she shall see his nakedness, it is a disgrace and they shall
be cut off in the sight of the members of their people; he will have uncovered the nakedness of

his sister, he shall bear his jniquity.

R

o

. — Disgrace. Literally, the word means “kindness,
; Ztr:gge termgin relation to incest. It is intendeq to ansxla_/er
the question, “If itis immoral for a bro?her and sister to live
together, then why did God permit Cain and Abe; to szr:y
their sisters?” The answer is that it was a kindness or.' S?f o
allow that, so that the human race could go on (Rashi; ifra ):

According to Radal, the word 100 has two meanings:
kimmm
disgrace of immorality is the -pro uct of overindu ger;ce.
Someone who is too anxious to give pleasure and is rel u::-
tant to discipline herself or othersisin dange'r of laps:n93 into
the sin of immorality. [See ArtScroll Genesis pp. 371-3]

An Overview/The Patriarchs [372]

As we have seen, Abraham represents chesed, for
the decisive factor in Abraham’s personality was

the unceasing urge to help others. Isaac represents
evurah, for his prime trait was the introspective,
self-critical fear of God that sought constantly to
purify his motives and perfect his deeds. Jacob — the
last of the Patriarchs — represents tiferes, for he was
the weaver of the triple thread that eternally com-
bined chesed and gevurah with truth as embodied in
Torah. Not until Jacob’s work was done was Israel’s

‘Fatherhood”™ stage complete, for until then, the

national Future was not secure. Abraham's chesed
and Isaac’s gevurah both contained the seeds of mor-
tal danger, for although each of them had taken his

own primary characteristic and nurtured, guided,
cTuseled, and polished it into a spiritual masterpiece,
it was not yet enough. There is a danger in chesed
and a danger in gevurah.

~ ke single-minded determination to help others
Zequires one to ignore his personal needs. It requires
total humility, for if one’s own status, dignity, and
m&, then he will stand ahead of others.
Even if his own desire for fulfillment can be achieved
only by winning recognition as the unselfish protec-
tor of the weak, then his kindness is tarnished by an
inherently selfish need to use the deficiencies of
others as stepping stones to the attainment of his

own ends. Or the zeal to obtain funds for charity can
lead to excessive giving and borrowing.

Unbridled kindness can lead to results that are
perversions of the generous spirit that inspired it.
King Saul felt compassion for Agag, king of Amalek,
and allowed him to live, in defiance of the heavenly
command transmitted to him by the prophet Samuel.
*=~ther_generation of Amalek was born and even-

»tual-ly Haman descended from Saul’s ‘kindness’ (see

Overview, the Book of Esther, Artscroll ed.). The
Torah describes incest as chesed, for the indulgent
wish to give pléasure can degenerate into the im-
morality that equates sin with love and filth with
flowers.

Such are the dangers of uncontrolled chesed.
Nevertheless chesed is good, it is sublime. God
created the universe in order to provide the conditons
that make His own kindness possible. The election of
His chosen people waited twenty generations and
two thousand years until the advent of the Patriarch
who was, is, and shall always remain the epitome of
kindness.-Let us not fail to recognize, however, that
Abraham'’s kindness was not unbounded by princi-
ple. When God’s will demanded it, he could set aside

his personal inclinations. When necessary, he could

take up arms against the abductors of Lot and expel

1 Hagar—and—}s-l-rmae'rh'e was in control of his chesed
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and not vice-versa, he said yes not because he was
too weak to say no;_he took his natural predilection
toward kindness and utilized as a God-serving, nota
self-serving_vehicle. That was the greatness of
Abraham.

A man with his nature could have become a crony
of the licentious kings of Egypt and Canaan among
whom he lived — for isn't immorality, too, a possible
hy-product of unchanneled kindness¢ Hii =
sionate spirit could have found a place in his
household for greedy Lot, murderous Ishmael, and
idolatrous Hagar. Haven't many great and potential-
ly great people been undone by an inability to t?e un-
compromisingly strong in the face of entreaties by
their loved ones?

It is not incidental that the emergence of the Two
Thousand Years of Torah began with Abraham’s in-
itiation of Charanite converts to the teachings of the
Torah (see above). Abraham utilized every ounce of
his chesed for good, but he also harnessed its poten-
tial for excess. He took Torah — the ultimate truth —

and allowed it to guide him to gevurah when called
for, resulting in his product of QAW NIXDR, the

Chesed personality that won fultiliment.

He had two sons, both of whom were heirs to his
chesed teaching. During this embrionic era in Israel’s
development when the seeds of the entire national
future were being sown, God wanted Isaac to forge a
path all his own. Isaac was endowed with the
archetypal gevurah personality. But Ishmael broke
no new spiritual paths. He saw Abraham’s kindness,
but he failed to perceive the steel which underlay it,
the principle which directed it. His challenge, Tike
Abraham’s was to face the test of chesed and arm
himself with 7onaw rm933, the strength within
kindness, that would result in Tpnaw naxon, the
splendor of truth that could be developed within
kindness to create the human masterpiece of an
Abraham. But Ishmael failed. He perverted kindness
into indulgence, a degeneracy that found apt expres-
sion when he descended with his mother to licentious
Egypt, eventually to found a nation distinguished for_
lust, so dedicated to the satisfaction of its passion.
that it is quite ready to kill and plunder in its service.

%o Isaac sublimated his trait just as Abraham had sub-
limated his. But in gevurah, too, there is a danger.
The inward-looking person, dedicated to self-
perfection can become obsessed with his own needs
with the result that other people become inconse-
quential, even contemptible, in his eyes. If his own
development is paramount, then he can come to
regard others as his tools, meant to serve him, to be
used by him. The gevurah-person must temper his
nature with chesed in order to attain perfection.
Otherwise, he can become an evil, rapacious
monster.

saac had two sons. Jacob was heir to Isaac’s
gevurah and Abraham’s chesed. From his youth he
was dweller in the tents of Torah. When he departed
from Isaac and Rivkah to found his own home, he
secluded himself for fourteen years in the Academy
where he immersed himself uncompromisingly, in-
defatigably into the sea of Torah. With his passion
for truth, he formed the perfect blend of attributes
~J and became the final Patriarch, father of the family
without blemish.

"2\ But Esau was different. He inherited his father’s
strength without his grandfather’s compassion and
without his brother’s quest for truthful splendor.
The result was the viciously selfish person who
became the embodiment of callousness and disregard
for others. Esau was a murderer because he deemed
“the lives of others to be too insignificant to stand in
the way of his desires. Arrogance, cruelty, plunder,
murder — all these are characteristics of Esau the
strong, Esau the unbridled. Because jacob was the
ultimate in good, Esau was the ultimate in evil —
resulting in his eternal war against all that Israel
represents down through the ages. (This concept will
be discussed at length in the Overview to Toldos.)

T e v 2 Y

PV DOIND DVIBBN — PUNIN B PINKD TTON NAVH
DNINM ,”D¥NNM DPNN DY NNWYY TONN” Y9N MW ) IWNID TONA -
TINDY (YRMW MR T WHR Py) “NIINY NUNIN TTON” AN\
NI M, DY PYYN H5W AR NN 7TONY M) ™Y I, Pans v
NN NNN 119YI3 121 INT21 19172 19V . TON DY N9NT TINN INA 1IN0
290 AN ONIW? OPYNI DNIDN NN INWN 299 TANY TAN 9D , 0910 woanv
QY23 PN DY NMPIIT NN YITH 2NNV T, NN NYaN 1Y PPN I
JEPINY Y 7YY DML AIMIN NN NMAMINN NYw3 03 N3 nMPaT Yy
RMNNI NPATY 1270 DY MINY 0PI HY 1PIYa DI DIAT — 1PhN
10N mjxm TON "N 2D NN N2 MPATR XD NN TN YW Nt %
YN DY 1PN NN, TOND NN 1Y) NYY NN 0 DY NI 919y

o

N3 OHYI THAYS 19° NI 2INON DY 97N 127 % Yy Ty WY m

PV — DT NPV 1IN ONNIN YV 1N — (2, oW Tw) AT

PIN NN PINT D 2TV MUY INIAM (KUY 3 Tanm) PDYNID NN
NIONY INNANY NN ONTIAR YV (ToNN) mnmﬁ nPH NP .oMvaY
T YOV WINY DTRY MAVAN PN NPT NIND Y 7T IV NN
a5 12 NYNYRY , NNV T332 19 DX NXIN NN NPHNA 712791 NN 3

AN MONY NMIR NAPPY NONINIEAY TOND DTN 790 w1010

RulialZs)

MANX NAY PAYAYY NNy W2 WIEN NINNA TONY WK U
W YW INDWN DTN YD DYV Py Ty ma Y v BY9INan
oy YN NOTM 0NN MTIIN HI NN NN NRYY N1 Y Hwd)"mond
9172 NINW 97N, 17T WIN T 7N NN TPONY NINAY M MN,yD N9 WN
W DNTIPN MNNNI ATEN DI AN W™D NN ,PUYY VWY NN
12 W NI Y92 DY TN BIW 13 PR NINNA NI DIN, U9 "MIDIIN OV 1P D)
M5 ,7Y TYEY D3 WW9TNID NINN IPOYRI ,N1IIN 2T THYTI MYy »13
.D;Y‘J;N'\ﬂ 12 NINRD TTON 91T 722991 , NN OV NN DY

Q_g Meddrsh Rk()(@—\'\
: T INsh 5“7

A’ Reading the Passage of Lot Every Sabbath R’ Shimon Schwab,

suggests that perhaps there is no need for emendation and wercan

keep the words of the Midrash as is. The phrase, “the passage of Lot,”

is not referring specifically to the Scriptural verses of Genesis Ch. 19,

but to the theme of Lot's behavior. Lot initially showed greft devotion

to Abraham, and seemed perfectly righteous. However, atsome point,,

Lot suddenly departed from Abraham to join the wicked of Sodom.

y the change in direction? His Tong-Tasting Tust for wealth finally
overcame him, and's6 he chose money over the company of Abraham.
Scripture alludes to'Lot’s inner conflict in the verse, And they captured
Lot and his possessions — Abram’s nephew — and they left; for he was
residing in Sodom (above, 74:12). The phrase and his possessions is

eemingly out of place; the verse should havg said: And they captured
Lof, Abram’s nephew, and his possessions . . . R’ Schwab explains that by
arranging the words of the verse in this order, Scripture is emphasizine

that Lot placed his ;Toss-essic;ns between himself and the righteousness
of Abraham. "
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~There is never a Sabbath on which the passage of Lot is not read” al-
ludas to a similar behavior, which occurs on a weekly basis at the close
of the Sabbath. Many people are focused on spirituality for the dura-
¢ Sabbath, and delight in the special peace and holiness of the
1e, immediately with the conclusion of Sabbath this ele-
driven outby their prompt return to physical pursuits
& dav of rest should have imparted are lost i
s concerns; the lofty goals with whic
™ are replaced Dy aspirations 1ofr wez -
ssage of Lot is read butores
" the conduct in whick
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310 Shem MiShmuel g\g

¥ My holy grandfather, the Kotzker Rebbe, said that klal Yisrael did
not inherently possess the ability to establish a malchus, a royal house
with the capability of functioning as Jewish kings. They thus had to
import this potential from Ammon and Mo'av, their neighbors. Rus,
the progenitor of the House of David, was from Mo’av.

The simple explanation of this is that Yisrael possessed an intrin-
sic tendency for unity. The result of this was that no one person could
or needed to establish himself as the ruler over the others. One could
compare this to the human body, in which it is nonsensical to claim
that the arm could rule over, for example, the ear. If one truly sees one-

“self as part of one’s indivisible entity, then no ruler can emerge. The
only exception to this is Moshe Rabbeinu, who was the king of Yis-
rael.! This merely proves our point, as Moshe was qualitatively differ-
ent from every other member of the klal and in some very real way
completely separate from it. It was this intrinsic superiority which en-
abled him to assume leadership.

Let us investigate the nature of Mo’av. This nation’s beginning,
like that of Ammon, had its roots in the incest of Lot with his daugh-
ters.> However, unlike Ammon, Mo’av’s name alludes to the act with
which it began; Mo’ay means “from father.” They are not ashamed to
broadcast their sordid beginnings with every mention of their name.
Indeed, we find that Yeshayahu describes them as follows:

We heard the pride of Mo’av. They are very proud; their pride and arro-
f‘/ gance and their conception are improper.

(Yeshayahu 15:6)

M Mo'av is suffused with pride and haughtiness; we can reasonably
say that this is the very essence of the nation, This may be a bad trait
(at least in its manifestation in Mo’av), but without a little of it, in its
kosher guise as a Torah malchus, the kingship could never exist in klal

Yisrael. David HaMelech was descended from Rus the Moabite; hence,
part of his spiritual makeup was inherited from Mo’av. While of
course the characteristic of pride manifested itself in a positive man-
ner in David, he could not have achieved his greatness without it.

In fact, without this the Jewish king cannot succeed. Indeed,
Shmuel criticized Sha’ul HaMelech, David's predecessor, for being too
humble:

\X\( Simuel said, “Even if you are small in your eyes, are you not the head of
the tribes of Yisrael?”
(Shmuel I 15:17)

Rebbi said in the name of Shmuel, “Why did the malchus of Sha’ul
not continue? Because he had not an ounce of impurity.”
(Yorna 22b)

...but in contrast, David originated from Rus the Moabite.
“ (Rashi loc. cit.)

N It is apparent from all this that Sha’ul’s lack of égil’itj_to raise

himself above the other members of the klal and to see himself as their

superior and ruler meant that he and his descendants could never re-
tain the malchus on a permanent basis.
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